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" They'll just have to lump it/' he answered. " If
they realize that murdering white folks is going to
bring punishment on them they'll mighty soon pack
it up."
"But there's no proof that these people had any-
thing to do with that ambush of yesterday/' I per-
sisted.
He looked amazed. " Good Lord, man/' ho objected,
" didn't the dogs lead us here?"
"But, hang it, that's not evidence/' I objected.
"At best it is only proof that the murderer* passed
this way* It doesn't prove that they came from this
place. Your people and the soldiers have turned the
village upside down, but you haven't found anything
to connect Ijzim with the murder/'
" Of course we have/' he said, stubbornness in his
voice; " didn't the trail lead here?"
" Then if it had led to your own front door because
the criminals may have come to your house,*, you
would have been guilty of the murder of the British
officer, I suppose?" I asked, sarcastically.
He was looking at me with narrowed eyes. M Looks
to me as though you were on the side of these wogs/'
he said, suspiciously.
" Not by any means/' I protested. " I'm all for
punishing crime and also for upholding British
authority for so long as is needful, but I'm hanged
if I can see that this is any way in which to do it. If
there was any proof against these people then I would
say nothing. What on earth is the use of pauperising
these farming folk? You're just forcing them to take
to the hills to rob and slay, not only because they hate